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he state of Maryland having provided, as ‘a condition
of its subscription to the stock of the company, that the
road should be s0 located “that it shall go to, or strike the
Potomac river at some point between the mouth of the Mo-
nocacy river and the town of Cumberland, in Allegany
county, and that it shall go into Frfadenck, Washington;
and Allegany counties.” The road was located accorde
:noly, subsequent examinations having demonstrated, that
ihe Potomac presented the only feasible route along which
t could be carried in this direction, consistently with cor«
rect scientific principles. | - o
" 'Fhe commissioners appointed, havin opened subserips
tions for the stock, the amount required by the charter was
immediately filled; whereupon, a board of directors was
elected, and the company being duly organized, proceeded,
without delay, to cause the necessary examinations and
surveys to be made for the location of the road; _
T On the 4th of July, 1828, the ceremony of laying the
first stone was performed; but it was. not until the autumn
of that year that active operations towards the construction
of the work were commenced; since that period its proses
wution has been pursued with erergy andzeal: .
. Owing to the peculiarly unfavorable topography of the
country, on the first division of the road, the difficulties
there have been very great, and have necessarily involved a
considerable delay and expense. Taking into view, how-
ever; the extent of the excavations, embankinents; vias
ducts, bridges, and - culverls, all of which have been ac
complished in a manner not surpassed in this or any other
country; it is confidently believed that ne similar undertaks
ing has been advanced with greaier despatch, cither hers
or abroad: - - :
Now that the company have accormplished the most difs
ficult part of their undertaking, and acquired, by experi
ence, much valuable information and many facilities, whichy
from the novelly of the subject, could only be gained from

a course of practical experiments, all doubts have been re-
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moved, and they .anirarad. by the most cheering con-
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fidence, in the entire success of “their enterprize: at the
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same time, tudging from the results azcertained since the

valley of the Patapsco has been gained, they entertain no
doubt but that the graduation, masonry, and construction
with a double sef of tracks may be accomplished between
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the present termination of the road and the Ohio nver, at

ar nearle within 100 3 f

or nearly within the original estimated cost of $20,600 pef
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